FRONT RANGE
: PASSENGER RAIL

A Milestone for Front Range Passenger Rail:

Intergovernmental Agreement Unites Key Partners

July 16, 2025

The Front Range Passenger Rail District (FRPRD) announces a significant
advancement toward passenger rail service for Colorado's Front Range. On June 27,
the FRPRD Board adopted an intergovernmental agreement to establish the Joint
Service Executive Oversight Committee, comprised of the FRPRD, Colorado
Department of Transportation (CDOT), Regional Transportation District (RTD), Clean
Transit Enterprise (CTE), Colorado Transportation Investment Office (CTIO) and the
Governor’s office. This agreement authorizes the partners to jointly develop a near-
term passenger rail starter service from Denver to Fort Collins, referred to as “Joint
Service.”

Passenger rail systems typically begin in phases, expanding in geography and
frequency over time. This starter phase can help to develop the proof of concept that
facilitates expansion of the full 180-mile Front Range Passenger Rail (FRPR) corridor
from Fort Collins to Pueblo, with the goal of future connections to Wyoming and New
Mexico.

Joint Service envisions connecting Denver through Boulder to Fort Collins with eight
stops. This collaborative agreement solidifies a commitment among partners to
leverage resources and advance a unified approach for passenger rail service. As
directed through Senate Bill 24-184, the Joint Service partners are working toward this
first phase of passenger rail service, potentially starting as early as 2029.

Why It Matters:

This Joint Service model proposes using state funds and local partner contributions to
initiate a starter passenger rail service while simultaneously constructing the
infrastructure needed for the full buildout of FRPR. Demonstrating progress on the
unfinished Northwest Rail corridor — which Joint Service can advance — is key for
rebuilding public confidence and strengthening voter support as we approach the
funding initiative for the comprehensive FRPR system.



“We’re always stronger together, and the willingness to embrace this kind of
innovative collaboration is what allows Colorado to consistently punch above our
weight to get important things done,” stated FRPRD Board Chair Chris Nevitt.

“The FRPRD Board remains steadfast in its commitment to the entire 180-mile Front
Range Passenger Rail corridor. As we embark on this vital first step with our Joint
Service partners, FRPRD remains focused on completing the Service Development
Plan for the full corridor between Fort Collins and Pueblo. We expect to finish the plan
by the end of the year.”
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